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A Digest of the Law of Evidence. By the late Sir James 
Fitzjames Stephens, Bart., K.C.S.I., D.C.I. With both 
general American notes and notes especially adapted to the 
States of New Jersey, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, by 
George E. Beers, of the New Haven Bar and of the Faculty 
of the Yale Law School, and Arthur L. Corbin, B.A., 
LL.B., also of the Faculty of the Yale Law School. Pp. 
xxxv. + 756. Hartford, Conn.: Dissell Publishing Co. 
1904. 

The first edition of this book appeared in 1874, and, having 
been before the members of the legal profession for over 
thirty years, it is too well known to require a critical review 
or even a description. " The present work," to quote from 
the American preface, " is an attempt to adapt the English 
edition of Stephens' Digest to the needs of the American 
lawyers generally, and the members of the profession in Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland in particular." In this 
American edition the text of the fifth English edition is pre- 
served intact. The American notes, together with the citations 
of leading American cases, follow each article, and are arranged 
in sets, — general notes for all the States, and local notes for 
each of the three States above mentioned. The book, as is well 
known, is not intended as a comprehensive treatise on the 
Law of Evidence, but as a manual for ready reference. 

/. K. F. 



Abridgment of Elementary Law. By M. E. Dunlap. 
Revised by T. F. Chaplin. Third Edition. One volume. 
Pp. iv. + 600. St. Louis : The F. H. Thomas Law Book Co. 

1905- 

This volume, as the title indicates, is an attempt to present 
in small compass the fundamental principles underlying the 
various departments of the law. Anything more than this could 
hardly be attempted, as will be seen by glancing over the 
subjects which are summarized in this book. Commentaries 
on the Laws of England ; Real Property ; Criminal Law ; Com- 
mon Law; Pleading; Code Pleading; Evidence; Contracts; 
Commercial Paper; Sales; Agency; Partnership; Bailments; 
Innkeepers; Carriers; Corporations; Domestic Relations; 
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Torts; Administration; Equity Jurisprudence; Constitution of 
the United States ; Law Terms and Maxims ; Table of British 
Regnal years; Table of Chief Justices of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

In the words of the author the work " is not intended as a 
substitute for the text-books, but simply to lighten the labors 
and shorten the work of the student when he shall have 
carefully read the whole course and commenced his review 
preparatory to final examination for the bar." 

As the book contains a thorough statement of elementary 
principles of the law, it will doubtless be found by the student 
to be of great assistance in completing his professional studies. 

F. H. S. 



Kinkead's Jurisprudence, Law and Ethics. By Edgar B. 

Kinkead, M.A., Professor of Law, Ohio State University. 

The young man about to enter the legal profession is perhaps 
more than any one else interested in the relationship between 
law and ethics. The older practitioner will doubtless have 
solved many of the problems which the beginner must face. 
Therefore, although Mr. Kinkead's Lectures on Jurisprudence, 
Law and Ethics may well prove useful to the practicing lawyer, 
and valuable to those engaged in instructional work, they will 
probably be most appreciated by younger readers who are 
anxious to prepare themselves properly to aid in the adminis- 
tration of justice. Indeed, the avowed purpose of the author 
has been " to develop and discuss primary and elementary 
principles for beginners " and " to consider the principles of 
Law and Jurisprudence and their relation to Ethics." In order 
to treat this subject adequately Mr. Kinkead has not been satis- 
fied with a mere survey of the present systems of Law and 
Ethics. He has gone deeper than this. Defining jurisprudence 
as the " science of what the law is or means and its practical 
application to cases as they arise," and stating that it "deals 
with the sources of Law, the Reasons and Principles thereof," 
he proceeds to a full discussion of its contents. As juris- 
prudence has to do with the methods of determining what the 
law is, the four main schools of jurisprudence and the subject, 
" Legal Education : — Methods and Study," are surveyed and 
commented upon. A new phase of the subject is thus taken 
up. Jurisprudence as an historical science involves a consider- 
ation of the Systems of Law. With this thought before him 
the author discusses the Roman Law, the Common Law, and 
American, and offers some pertinent suggestions concerning 
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